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INTRODUCTION 


The Newman Tower of Collections and Exploration, within Olin Library at 
Washington University in St. Louis, serves as a nexus of exhibits and programming 
that focuses on two great passions of Eric P. Newman and Evelyn E. Newman: 
travel and collecting. Travel bridges culture and brings humanity closer, in the face 
of an ever-fractious world. Collecting asks us to consider the role of physical objects 
within society and to appreciate our common, universal human needs. Opened in 
2018, the Newman Tower is strategically located at the center of campus, where it 
draws substantial foot traffic on a daily basis. 


During the fall 2024 semester, the Newman Tower hosted Coins Across Time, a 
series of seven exhibits drawn from ancient and American numismatics. The exhibit 
fittingly featured the university’s own John Max Wulfing collection. Wulfing (1857- 
1929) donated his collection to the university in 1928 and this extensive group of 
ancient Greek and Roman coins continually attracts scholarly interest. William 
Bubelis, Associate Professor of Classics, serves as Curator of the Wulfing Collection 
and selected pieces that traced the evolution of coins from their origin in Lydia, c. 
560-546 BCE, through the days of the Roman emperor Constantine I. 


The display Medals of American Independence accompanied two early copies of the 
Declaration of Independence already on exhibit at Olin Library, the Rhode Island 
Southwick broadside (donated by the Newman family to Washington University) 
and the Rogers broadside from Massachusetts. Featuring pieces loaned by the 
Resolute Americana Collection, this display included the Charles Cushing Wright 
Declaration medals, one of the finest works by an American engraver. The Libertas 
Americana medal, conceived by Benjamin Franklin, was additionally on exhibit and 
paired with Franklin’s printed Explication describing the medal, possibly the only 
copy in private hands. 


From the American Numismatic Association (ANA) in Colorado Springs, CO came a 
group of Washington medals and tokens, primarily donated by Dwight Manley to the 
ANA and previously from the collection of William S. Baker, whose Medallic Portraits 
of Washington (1885) represents the first significant work focused on Washington- 
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themed medals. This group viewed Washington through the lens of his military and 
political careers and his place in America’s cultural identity. For this exhibit, Stuart 
and Maureen Levine loaned an example of the Washington Before Boston medal, 
representing the first medal commissioned by the Continental Congress, in 1776. 


The exhibit Freedom Will Be Ours: Medals and Money in Black America, featured a group 
of coins, medals, and tokens with varied connections to Black history. Loaned by 
John Kraljevich, Director of Numismatic Americana at Stack’s Bowers, the highlight 
of this group was an example of the Charleston Freedman Badge, issued by the city 
of Charleston, SC to free persons of color between 1783 and 1789. This piece is one 
of ten known and was recently discovered by a detectorist in the Charleston area. 


The exhibit Eric P. Newman and Numismatics included books and coins associated 
with the numismatic career of the St. Louis attorney, philanthropist, and collector 
Eric P. Newman (1911-2017, Washington University School of Law, ‘35). Lenders to 
this exhibit include Joel J. Orosz, Distinguished Professor of Philanthropic Studies 
Emeritus at Grand Valley State University, and Henry Warshaw, a member of the 
Washington University Board of Trustees. Among the items in this display was a 
copy of Matthias Sprengel’s 1783 Historisch-genealogischer Calender, loaned by Stuart 
and Maureen Levine, which contains the earliest known depiction of the Continental 
Currency coin, a subject first explored by Eric P. Newman in 1952, in addition to the 
first illustration of the Libertas Americana medal. 


Loaned by Wayne Homren, J. S. G. Boggs and the Meaning of Money explored the 
performance artist J.S. G. Boggs, who traded artistic representations of U.S. currency 
in exchange for goods and services. Boggs’ work challenged the community, 
including law enforcement, with philosophical questions about the meaning and 
value of fiat money. In conjunction with this exhibit, Wayne Homren spoke on the 
life and work of J. S. G. Boggs on April 3, 2024, at Olin Library. This presentation is 
available via the Newman Numismatic Portal at https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/ 
book/637316. 


Finally, the exhibit Digitization in Numismatics considered the various workflows 
of the Newman Numismatic Portal project as it processes items in various media. 
The Newman Portal, managed by Olin Library within the department of Special 
Collections, Preservation, and Digital Strategies, was launched in December 2014 
and includes 70,000 documents, representing over five million pages of numismatic 
content. As a final nod to the evolving role of technology in numismatics, the title of 
the Coins Across Time exhibit was suggested by ChatGPT. 


Leonard D. Augsburger 
June 2024 


SELECTIONS FROM THE 
JOHN MAX WULFING COLLECTION 


Lent by John Max Wulfing Collection, curated by William Bubelis, 
Associate Professor of Classics 


The John Max Wulfing Collection at Washington University in Saint Louis comprises 
an outstanding assemblage of c. 16,000 ancient Greek, Roman, and Byzantine 
coins along with many other items that span the world’s monetary history. John 
Max Wulfing (1857-1929) was a native St. Louisan and amateur scholar of ancient 
numismatics who actively participated in the rich intellectual life of his chosen field, 
Roman coinage. 


As a part of St. Louis’ rich numismatic heritage, the collection also seeks to document 
the region’s economic and cultural history even as it remains focused upon the ancient 
Mediterranean world. Since Wulfing bequeathed the Collection’s core holdings in 
1929, it has continued to grow through both donations and acquisitions and it now 
ranks as one of the largest college or university collections in North America. 


Together with a small supporting (non-lending) research library, the collection 
serves as a critical repository of important numismatic material and related items 
that allow dedicated scholars and students to investigate the economy, culture, and 
history of the ancient Mediterranean world and far beyond. 
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 §£$2$§$§$=N—mMM§ Fold stater of Kroisos, King of Lydia (c. 560-546 BCE). 


Located in western Asia Minor, the Lydians and the 
neighboring Greeks invented coinage by the late seventh 
century BCE. While the first coins were electrum, an artificial 
mixture of gold and silver, Kroisos was the first to mint 
gold and silver separately and issued enormous quantities 
of these coins in pursuit of his royal ambitions. The lion’s 
aggression toward the bull expresses Lydian royal power 
on the obverse; punch marks on the reverse show where the 
metal was driven into the hand-carved obverse die that we 
see on this side. A single stater may have served as pay as a 
whole month’s pay for a mercenary. 


WC 343. 


Silver nomos of Kaulonia (c. 525-500 BCE). 


The Greek city-states of southern Italy produced some of the greatest sculpture in 
miniature. The reverse of this coin is merely an incuse version of what you see here on the 
obverse: a magnificently archaic Apollo, striding and nude, while a small daimon runs 
along his outstretched arm; a deer might signify Apollo’s sister, Artemis. The identity of 
the daimon remains unknown as no myth survives which might tell us who this figure is 
and what he might be doing. The denomination of the nomos, invented also in southern 
Italy, reflects the Greek words for both law and custom, and it is the origin of the Latin 
word for coin, nummus, from which numismatics as the study of coinage derives. 


WC 68. 
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Silver tetradrakhma of Akanthos (c. 500-480 BCE). 


The civic badge used by this Macedonian city, 
located in the northern Aegean, utilizes vigorous 
representation of animal combat—a European lion, a 
species now extinct, attacking a bull—as a means by 
which to express its military prowess. 


WC 130. 
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———_—___—_——_——® Silver tetradrakhma of Athens (c. 454-404 BCE). 


Hand-struck to the tune of millions in number, the coinage of 
Athens in its golden age is what built the Parthenon and waged 
the Peloponnesian War (431-404). The image of the city’s principal 
goddess, Athena in her customary helmet, is rendered in an archaic 
style — notice her eye! — that served to identify this coinage as struck 
from Athens’ exceptionally pure silver mines; the reverse bears 
an image of Athena’s owl rendered in more naturalistic style. On 
Athena’s neck there is a large cut that was applied somewhere in 
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the ancient Near East, where coins were unusual and had to be checked 
to make sure that they were not counterfeit (especially when counterfeits 
were made by plating silver over a core of bronze or lead). This coin 
therefore circulated somewhere in the eastern Mediterranean — perhaps 
in the Persian Empire or even in Egypt, often in rebellion against Persia, 
and from which Athens bought much of its grain. 


WC 230. 
Er ioe 


Silver tetradrakhma of Messana (420-413 BCE). 


The reverse of this coin presents the civic badge, or seal, for this Sicilian Greek city: a 

bounding hare above a dolphin, framed by the ethnikon, or name of the city. The 

tetradrakhma and its large weight reflect Sicily’s connection with the Aegean world, and 

especially Athens, where this denomination originates. Its obverse depicts a chariot of 

mules for racing, perhaps in the Olympic Games, and crowned by the goddess of victory, 

Nike. The naturalism of Greek coins such as this reflects the pride and investment that 

Greek cities made into producing the finest art possible that would serve, in turn, every @—— 
purpose imaginable for which coins were used. 


WC 99. 
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Silver tetradrakhma of Alexander Ill, King of Macedon (330-323 BCE). 


In his conquest of the Persian Empire, Alexander the Great incorporated numerous, already 
ancient, cities into his administration. Alexander struck this coin at Damascus, as can be seen 
from the ram and abbreviated name AA on the reverse, but used as many as 25 other mints 
in his empire, ranging from Babylon to Memphis, to strike tens of millions of coins. The size 
and uniformity of his coinage bespeak his imperial power and the global transformation 
that he initiated —Greek coinage was now a fact of daily life across much of Asia, southern 
Europe, and northern Africa. The obverse image of the young Herakles, wrapped in the skin 
of the Nemean lion, was often taken to be a portrait of Alexander himself. 


WC 151. 
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——® Silver tetradrakhma of Lysimakhos (288-282 BCE). 

After Alexander the Great’s unexpected death in 323, since he left no heir his generals 
carved up his empire over the next generation and by establishing their own kingdoms 
thus created the Hellenistic age. As king of Thrace in southwestern Europe, Lysimakhos 
struck this coin at the Macedonian city of Amphipolis. Lysimakhos never depicted 
himself on his coinage but instead used this remarkable image of Alexander — wildly 
energetic and equipped not only with a royal diadem but also with a ram’s horn. By 
virtue of a journey through the Egyptian desert to the oracular shrine of a god known to 
the Greeks as Zeus Ammon, Alexander had come to believe that he was the son of that 
god who was also thus depicted with a ram’s horn. 


WC 195. 
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Bronze tetrobol of Ptolemy Ill, King of Egypt (246-222 BCE). 

Struck in Alexandria, this massive bronze is only a fractional coin to be used in everyday 
commerce and the like. Descended from another of Alexander’s generals, the Ptolemies 
of Egypt maintained their kingdom the longest of any of his successors — the last of the 
line was Cleopatra. No other Hellenistic power possessed such wealth as the Ptolemies, 
of which this coin is a potent symbol. Zeus Ammon adorns the obverse, while the reverse 
sports the dynastic badge of an eagle carrying a cornucopia, atop a thunderbolt, and 
framed with the royal titles. 


WC 392. 
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Silver drakhma of Apollodotos, King of Baktria (c. {80-160 BCE). e— —_M#_——__—+—_¥§+{_ 
Another line of kings arose in the furthest quadrant of Alexander's 

empire, Baktria in Central Asia, but they are known almost only 

through their coins. This square coin of bears ample witness to the 

mixing of peoples in the Hellenistic age —an Indian war elephant 

accompanies Apollodotos’ Greek titles on one side, but on the 

other side a zebu is accompanied by the king’s titles in an Indo- 

Iranian script known as Kharosthi and used for languages such as 

Pali and Sanskrit. 


WC 378. 
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Bronze as of the Roman Republic (c. 265-242 BCE). 


Cast—not struck—sometime in Rome’s First Punic War against Carthage, this 
massive bronze coin bears an image of the city herself in the form of the goddess 
Roma. The reverse bears a wheel with a mark of value. How the Romans used 
these cast bronze coins is not clear, and since Rome had no independent tradition 
of coinage it would soon come to adopt more fully the Greek invention of coinage 
itself, complete with Greek sizes, shapes, and styles. 


WC 492. 
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—_§—_——®_ Silver denarius of the Roman Republic (205-208 BCE). 


Struck as one of the earliest denarii of the Republic during the Second Punic 
War (218-202), this new denomination—a ‘tenner’ was perhaps valued 
nominally at ten pounds of bronze but was gradually devalued. Denarii served 
as the standard silver denomination for the Romans for the next five centuries, 
struck in billions, and are the origin of our penny. This coin bears an image of 
the Dioscuri— Castor and Pollux, sons of Rome’s principal deity, Jupiter —as 
potent symbols of Rome’s military and economic might. 


WC 546. 
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————® Silver denarius of the Roman Republic (15 February-15 March 44 BCE). 
One of the last coins of the Roman Republic, this coin was struck to 
honor Julius Caesar upon his assumption of the office of dictator and 
was the first to show a living Roman. Issued only weeks or days before 
his assassination, this coin presents Caesar veiled as the chief priest 
of Rome, the pontifex maximus, but shows the laurels that the Senate 
presented to him for his victories against the Gauls and perhaps in the 
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civil wars against other Romans. The reverse shows the goddess Venus, whom Caesar claimed 
to be his divine ancestor, holding in her outstretched hand the smaller goddess Victory and 
resting her shield upon a globe — which give us our earliest representation of planet earth with 
lines of latitude and longitude. 


WC 1166. 
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——————® Brass sestertius of Nero (c. 65 CE). 


Worth 4 of a denarius, this sestertius depicts upon its reverse the Temple of Janus 
with its doors closed and thus signifying peace with Rome’s enemies. Nero’s claims to 
imperial legitimacy rested not only upon military prowess but also upon architectural 
magnificence and the munificence of building programs. Rome was soon challenged 
by the Jewish Revolt (66-74) and conducted many wars thereafter, and the Temple of 
Janus would never be depicted again on Rome’s coinage. 


WC 1618. 
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Brass sestertius of Hadrian (128-129 CE). 


This sestertius depicts Sabina, the wife of the emperor Hadrian and gives her title 
as Augusta, something approximate to empress. Across the different dynasties, 
each woman of the imperial family to be depicted on coinage is rendered with great 
attention to her individual features and her distinct hairstyle. The reverse depicts the 
goddess of agriculture and fertility, Ceres, holding grain—although Sabina never 
held office her association with Ceres points to her role in providing the empire with 
stability and matronly piety. A series of emperors, including Hadrian, adopted their 
successors rather than bestowing the empire upon children of their own. 


WC 2319. 
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Bronze drakhma of Hadrian (129-130 CE). 


Part of the legacy of the Hellenistic world as it was incorporated into the Roman Empire, 
this coin was struck at Alexandria for use only in the province of Egypt. Using Greek 
legends and dates, this drakhma depicts upon its reverse the Nile as a river god, Neilos, 
who rests upon a crocodile—look for his snout under Neilos’ elbow!—and carries a 
cornucopia, symbol of Egypt's extraordinary agricultural fertility. From the cornucopia 
emerges a tiny head, which some identify with the spirit, or genius, of the Nile River itself. 
Above Neilos are symbols, now faint from wear, that give the Nile’s water level as 16 
cubits in height —the proverbial mark of bounty to come in the annual river flood. 


WC 2333. 
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Brass sestertius of Antoninus Pius (153-154 CE). 
The image of the emperor was everywhere, and 
coins like this carried it to the furthest reaches 
of Roman power. Coins like this reflect the 
emperors’ concern to appear as powerful and 
praiseworthy as possible, and they bear a realism 
that renders the far-off emperor as lifelike as 
someone you might encounter personally. 


WC 2411. 
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Bronze nummus of Licinius (317-320 CE). 


Struck at the mint of Nicomedia in western Asia Minor, this coin shows how 
far the Empire had fallen in the preceding century. Amidst hyperinflation 
and nearly continuous civil wars and coups, the emperors had devalued the 
coinage to such an extent that this coin bears no silver except for a thin wash 
on its surface, despite its supposedly high value. The reverse bears an image of 
Jupiter as the conservator of the emperors, holding the goddess Victory in his 
outstretched hand. 


WC 8167. 
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Gold solidus of Constantine | (317-337 CE). 

Although the Roman Empire had been divided in two parts since 299 CE, each with a senior 
and junior emperor, the empire still maintained much unity. This coin, struck at Treveri (mod. 
Trier) in Gaul, by Constantine the Great, features upon its reverse the god Mars, carrying a 
trophy with captives at either side, and proclaiming the military prowess, or virtus, of Rome’s 
Gallic army — familiar symbols of Roman power found throughout the empire. But the image 
that the emperors projected of themselves had changed. Gone is the realistic, sculptural portraits 
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in favor of clear, simple, and flat representations that reflect the 
common military devotion of the emperor as an ideal such that 


the various emperors are not as easily distinguished from one |= @ A 
another anymore. 


WC 5556. 
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MEDALS OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 


Lent by the Resolute Americana Collection 


One of the mosticonic images inthe American memory is John Trumbull’s Declaration 
of Independence. The painting was commissioned by Congress in 1817 and today 
resides in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda, along with other large scale works depicting 
American historical events. Trumbull depicted 42 of the 56 signers, in addition to 
several others who participated in the debate but did not sign. Trumbull’s scene 
illustrates not the signing, but the presentation of the proposed Declaration by the 
“Committee of Five” (John Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Benjaimin Franklin) to John Hancock, President of the Continental 
Congress. 


Be es 
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———— Bronze $P65 GW-181 Declaration medal. 
The Charles Cushing Wright (1796-1857) engraved bust of Washington is modeled after 
the well-known work of the French sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdon, whose oversize 
statue of Washington today reposes in the Virginia State Capitol. Wright's portrait is 
at once both fine and striking, rising in bold relief from the flan. Among the best works 
by an American engraver, Wright is said to have “devoted the last two years of his life 
principally to [the] completion” of the dies for this medal. 


Ex. Daniel Frank Sedwick Treasure, World, U.S. Coin & Paper Money Auction 33, May 
3-4, 2023, lot 1261. 
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Bronze SP64 GW-18l Declaration medal. 

On this medal, Wright paired the bust of Washington with an adaptation of the Trumbull 
painting. The extensively detailed reverse manages to capture each of the 42 characters 
depicted in the Trumbull scene. As a class, the Charles Cushing Wright Declaration medals 
are rare, with survivors numbered in the single digits. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Spring 2022 Auction, April 4, 2022, lot 1048. 
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Silver MS62 GW-183 Declaration medal. 


This example paired the presentation of the Declaration (on the obverse) with a recitiation of 
historical milestones on the reverse side. Above the tablet, Columbus approaches the coast, 
toward a Native American facing the opposite direction, while the lower scene depicts 
symbols of American commerce. A variant of this medal exhibits facsimile signatures of 
the signers on the reverse side, with that of John Hancock the most prominent. 


Ex. Daniel Frank Sedwick Treasure, World & U.S. Coin Auction 32, November 3-4, 2022, @———__— 
lot 1238. 
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—_—_—!————® Libertas Americana medal MS65 Betts-615. 
The Libertas Americana medal, a contemporary medallic 
proclamation of American independence, was conceived 
and produced under Benjamin Franklin during his time as 
Minister to France. The medal was engraved by the French 
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artist Augustin Dupré and struck in Paris in 1782. Franklin distributed examples to 
dignitaries and VIPs. Exact production is unknown, but is on the order of 200 medals 
in bronze, 50 examples in silver, and famously two gold pieces that were presented to 
King Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, which today are untraced. 


Ex. Heritage Auctions, ANA U.S. Coins Signature Auction, August 5-9, 2014, lot 5512. 
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Libertas Explication. 

Franklin’s Explication describes the symbolism of the Libertas Americana. Liberty, bearing 
a Phrygian cap, faces the New World, while the reverse side depicts America as the infant 
Hercules, battling a leopard (Britian), as Minerva (France) renders aid to the young nation. 
The reverse legend is translated “the infant is not emboldened without the Gods.” 


Three versions of the Explication are known. The example here is the latest and was 
commercially marketed in France as a broadside, marking the enthusiastic reception of 
Franklin’s medal, which deftly acknowledged the French role in the American Revolution. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers August 2023 Global Showcase Auction, Augut 16, 2023, lot 2030. 
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WASHINGTONIA: TOKENS AND MEDALS 
HONORING THE FIRST PRESIDENT 


Lent by the American Numismatic Assocation (with support from Dwight N. Manley) 
and Stuart & Maureen Levine. 


Veneration of George Washington has permeated American culture since his death 
in 1799, and within numismatics it is no surprise that a host of Washington-themed 
pieces have appeared in the intervening 225 years, with the height of production 
occuring in the mid-19th century. These medals and tokens highlight Washington's 
identity as a military leader, political figure, and cultural icon. 


In November 2019, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania sold the William S. Baker 
collection of Washingtonia, via Stack’s Bowers. Baker authored the first signifcant 
catalog of Washingtoniana, Medallic Portraits of Washington (1885). Dwight N. 
Manley acquired substantial portions of the Baker collection at the Stack’s Bowers 
sale and donated these to the American Numismatic Association. 


Payee 


GEORGE WASHINGTON AS MILITARY HERO 
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Washington Before Boston medal (original strike). 

The Washington Before Boston medal was awarded by the Continental Congress to 
Washington following the evacuation of the British in 1776. Washington's personal example 
in gold today resides in the Boston Public Library. 
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SJ +$_{_{_]__!1!_—#|!_—#1!_—1!_——® Washington Before Boston (1890). 


The popularity of the Washington Before Boston medal 
led to numerous restrikes, including this 1890 example 
from the American Numismatic Assocation collection. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 18, 
2019), lot 21001. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0844. 
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Curtis store card (186)). 

This 1861 advertising piece recognized Washington’s 
membership in the Society of the Cincinnati, a fraternal 
group formed by officers of the Continental Army. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), 
lot 20320. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0183. 
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Lafayette Par Nobile Fratrum (1834). 

This medal, likely struck to commemorate the death of the Marquis de Lafayette in 
1834, recognzied Lafayette’s role in the Continental Army. The reverse motto, PAR 
NOBILE FRATRUM, is loosely translated “noble brethren.” 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20114. ANA catalog @——————————— 
no. 2021.0014.0040. 
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Heroes of Liberty (c. 1842-18495). 


The busts of Washigton, Thadeus Kosciusco, and the Marquis de Lafayette are featured on 
this c. 1838 “Heroes of Liberty” medal commissioned by the Cercle Brittanique, a private 
library in Paris. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20119. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0781. 
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Electrotype shell of the Confederacy Seal (c. 1870s). 
The veneration of Washington extended to the Confederate 
States of America, which depicted Washington in its Great 
Seal. DEO VINDICE translates as “God will vindicate.” 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16,_<@22W____—- 


2019), lot 20420. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0814. 
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Impression of the Great Seal 
of The Confederate States of 
America 


( The Seal was destroy 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON AS POLITICAL LEADER 


L700 


Presidency Relinquished (1805). 
Struck by the U.S. Mint, c. 1805, the Presidency Relinquished medal recogznized the peaceful 
transition of power from Washington to John Adams in 1797. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20035. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0015. 


227102 


7, oF 
Mee 


72) = 


————® International Exposition (1876). 
This 1876 Philadelphia Exposition medal had a dual purpose - both acknowledging 
Washington’s presidency and generating sales as a souvenir of this significant 
international event. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20283. ANA catalog 
no. 2021.0014.0812. 


Lovett Declaration of Indepedence medal (1876). 

Produced by the New York engraver George H. Lovett, this piece combines a bust of 
Washington with a medallic realization of John Trumbull’s Declaration of Independence, 
which total hangs in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20580. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0370. 
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Washington Taking the Dath medal (1889). 

This 1889 Washington Taking the Oath medal 
marked the hundredth anniversary of Washington's 
inauguration. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 
2019), lot 20754. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0839. 
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Philadelphia Civic Procession (1832, c. 1858 restrike). 

A Philadelphia civic procession in 1832 marked the centennial of Washington’s birth. Medals 
marking the occasion were produced on a coining press that was part of the procession and 
distributed to the crowds. This example represents a later die state and was likely struck 
later. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20108. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0038. 


2°99" 2 


Temperance medal (1847). 

The Washington Temperance Society depicted Washington on this c. 1847 medal, 
which was intended to promote the cause of temperance. The revers illustrates a 
domestic scene, with the legend HOUSE OF TEMPERANCE. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20140. ANA @————_———_- 
catalog no. 2021.0014.0049. 
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Mount Vernon Tomb (1876). 

The Mount Vernon Ladies Association acquired Mount Vernon, 
the site of Washington’s tomb, in 1858. The medal depicts the tomb 
and acknowledges of role of Mount Vernon in perpetuating the 
remembrance of Washington. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20163. 
ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0794. 
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Mint Cabinet medal (1860). 

The Mint Cabinet medal commemorated the collection of Washington-themed medals held 
by the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia. Mint Director James Snowden authored an accompanying 
catalog of these medals, published in 1861. 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20186. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0800. 
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Headquarters series, Harlem (1862). 

The New York engraver George H. Lovett produced sets of Washington-related 
medals in the 1860s, sold on a subscription basis to collectors. These medals, reflecting 
patriotic and military themes, are generally well done and remain popular today among 
Washington collectors. [Single description for group of six pieces.] 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20345. ANA catalog no. @—————— 
2021.0014.0204. 
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——_—_W$_—__—_—_1—1—————® Headquarters series, Chad Ford (1862). 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale 
(November 16, 2019), lot 20350. ANA 
catalog no. 2021.0014.0209. 
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Washington / Shield Reverse (1863). 
Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20361... -——T——_ 
ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0220. 
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Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 
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2019), lot 20368. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0227. 


Washington / Statue at Richmond (1863). 
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!{f__—_—#!_—1!_!—1——® May Our Country Never Want Props (1862). 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 
2019), lot 20380. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0237. 
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Washington / Shield and Star (1862). 
Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20387. 
ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0244. 
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CIVIL WAR WASHINGTONIA 
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William Bridgens Civil War store card (1863). 


As small change became scarce during the Civil War, merchants and others began producing 
one-cent substitutes that circulated widely. Some of these, known as “store cards,” also 
served as advertising pieces, while others were strictly patriotic in nature. Washington 
was a popular theme, and many merchant pieces pair a bust of Washington with the 
establishment’s name on the reverse side. [Single description for group of six items.] 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20430. ANA catalog no. 
2021.0014.0279. 
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A. Killeen Civil War Civil War store card (1863). 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), 
lot 20443. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0289. 
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ton in Star CW token (1863) 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 
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Monk's Metal Signs / | Cent CW store card (1863). 
Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 16, 2019), lot 20454. ANA catalog @—______ 


no. 2021.0014.0300. 
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Equestrian / UNION FOR EVER CW token (1863). 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 
16, 2019), lot 20467. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0313. 
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T. Brimelow Civil War store card (1863). 


Ex. Stack’s Bowers Washingtonia sale (November 
16, 2019), lot 20478. ANA catalog no. 2021.0014.0322. ¢———————__—_— 
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FREEDOM WILL BE OURS: @& 
MEDALS AND MONEY IN BLACK AMERICA 


Lent by John J. Kraljevich 


Material objects form a visceral connection to the past, and this exhibit highlights 
aspects of Black History through the lens of numismatics. From Reconstruction to 
Jim Crow and beyond, these pieces, from the John Kraljevich collection, highlight the 
struggles and successes of Blacks in America. This exhibit pairs with the forthcoming 
publication from Kraljevich, Freedom Will Be Ours: Medals and Money in Black America. 
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—————® {851 Institute for Colored Youth award medal. German silver, 45 mm. 


The Institute for Colored Youth, now Cheyney University, was the first American college for 
Black students . Founded in Philadelphia in 1837, a time when Black education was illegal 
in some parts of the country, the Institute initially focused on agricultural and industrial 
education. School award medals were a popular form of academic recognition in the 19th 
century, but this is one of only two known examples issued by the Institute for Colored 
Youth, with the other piece in the collection of the American Numismatic Society. 
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| Have A Dream medal. Brass, 65 mm. 

Distributed by Hosea Williams of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, this medal 
type owes its fame to its prominent display around the neck of Rev. Al Sharpton through 
much of his career. Williams bestowed the medal following Sharpton’s organization of the 
1986 Howard Beach protests, mounted in response to the racially motivated murder of 
Michael Griffith. Sharpton noted in 2019 that Jesse Jackson and other followers of Martin 
Luther King similarly wore the same medal. 


In 1979, Williams presented one of these medals to Muammar Qaddafi, with the hope 
that Qaddafi would invest Libyan money in Black-owned businesses, banks, and media 
outlets. The medal presented by Williams to Qaddafi was confused with similar awards 
presented by Coretta Scott King to leaders such as President Carter, Andrew Young, and 
Cesar Chavez. Many mistook the Qaddafi medal as an endorsement by the King family, 
a confusion that underscores the power of Martin Luther King’s legacy within American 
culture. 
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1946 Booker T. Washington and (951 Washington-Carver commemorative half dollars. e—— 
Booker T. Washington was the first Black American to appear on a U.S. coin. This piece 

was designed by Isaac Scott Hathaway of the Tuskegee Institute, which Washington 

founded in 1881. Hathaway similarly designed the 1951 commemorative half dollar 

featuring paired busts of Washington and George Washington Carver. 


The half dollars were sold for a dollar each, with profits for the Booker T. Washington 
pieces (1946-1951) allocated to the Booker T. Washington Birthplace Memorial in Virginia. 
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The 1951 legislation for the Washington/ Carver 
pieces (1951-1954) required that the proceeds 
be used “to oppose the spread of communism 
among Negroes in the interest of the national 
defense.” Here, the “red scare” co-opted funds 
that should have instead been used to promote 
the legacies of Washington and Carver. 
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Identification tag of William S. Henderson, {st Michigan Colored Infantry, 
1862. Bronze, 32 mm. 


Use of identification tags (later known as “dog tags”) originated during 

the Civil War to identify war dead. Still, 40% of the Union dead remained 

unidentified after the war. Henderson likely purchased this piece from a 

sutler, a vendor who followed the movements of armies throughout the 

campaign. The 900-man 1st Michigan Colored Infantry left Detroit in March 

1864 and saw action in South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Henderson 

died in Beaufort, SC only two months after leaving Detroit, before seeing § @——__ 
combat. The cause of death is unknown but was most likely disease. 
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1862 Emancipation identification tag of Reuben Tylor. Bronze, 32 mm. 
Prior to the well-known Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, 
the District of Columbia enacted its own Emancipation on April 16, 1862, 
freeing about 3,100 people. This Emancipation tag, which marks the 
occasion, was modeled after Union Army ID tags of the era. These were 
privately produced, and Tylor likely had to pay to acquire this example. 
Approximately half a dozen such tags are known. 
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————® Jokens from African-American owned jazz clubs. Brass, various sizes, 20-30 mm. 
Pre-jazz forms coalesced in New Orleans in the late 19th century, combining ragtime, 
blues, spirituals, and work songs to create a distinctly new musical genre. In the 20th 
century, the Great Migration and other forces carried the movement into large northern 
cities. The segregationist Cotton Club in New York provided an entrée for nightclubs 
such as the Black-owned Smalls Paradise, which was operated in Harlem by Ed Smalls 
(1882-1976). These pieces date from the 1920s to 1940s, and could be used as cash 
equivalents within the club. 
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GOOD FOR / 25¢ / IN TRADE. 


The New Harlem, 191612 Fourth Ave., Seattle. 
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J.L.C. / 421 / CLUB. 


Club 421, 5600 Wyalusing Ave., Philadelphia. 
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GOOD FOR / 5¢ / IN TRADE. 


Needmore Dance Hall, 468 Pacific St., San Francisco. 
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GOOD FOR / $1.00 / IN DRINKS ONLY. 
Charlie’s Rhumboogie Café, 343 E. Garfield Blvd., Chicago. 
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Watchfob from 1910 boxing match of Jack Johnson vs. Jim Jeffries. White metal, 35 x 40 mm. 
The July 4, 1910 bout between the Black challenger Johnson and the current champion, the 
“Great White Hope” Jeffries, was among the most hyped boxing matches of all time, shamelessly 
billed as a contest to establish pre-eminence among the races. Johnson was clearly the superior 
boxer, and Jeffries’ manager threw in the towel during the 15th round, making Johnson the first 
Black world champion. Following the fight, riots broke out in large cities and at least 20 people 
died as a result. 
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Jack Johnson wall plaque. 

This contemporary wall plaque, featuring a bas-relief portrait of 
Johnson, conveys the cultural impact and related public interest 
in the Black boxer. 


[Note: This piece was not part of the exhibit but was included as 
a graphic to add context.] 
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————® [918 Our Colored Heroes medal. Gilt brass, 36 mm. 
The post-World War I experience for many Black veterans highlighted the racial 
inequality yet remaining in America. William Henry Johnson and Needham Roberts, 
Black men who received France’s highest military honor, the Croix de Guerre, were 
passed over for American decorations. The tokens here were privately struck in 
honor of Black soldiers who served United States in World War I. 
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1683 Dutch West India Company medal. Silver, 46 mm. 

The Dutch West India Company was formed in 1621 and was granted a monopoly on 

Atlantic trade. This “triangular trade” transported European manufactures to Africa, 

where enslaved people were acquired, then exchanged in the Caribbean for molasses 

and sugar, which went back to Europe. This medal depicts the Dutch West India 

Company slave trading fortress, Elmina Castle, on the coast of Ghana. Such fortresses, 

euphemistically referred to as “factories” by the Europeans, dotted the African coast. @——_____ 
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1885 (ca. 1876) 50 cent token issued by J.B. Bissell, Combahee River Basin, South Carolina. ¢—— 
J.B. Bissell (1836-1892) was a Confederate veteran and plantation owner who employed as many 

as 800 workers after the Civil War. Redeemable only at Bissell stores, Bissell issued these tokens 

as payment for services. Paid in tokens and not cash, Black laborers thus had little access to the 

wider economy and were further subject to the vagaries of pricing in the Bissell stores. 


- 140 - 


In 1881, Congress investigated an 1876 strike arising from the Bissell’s use of tokens and other 
practices. The investigation served to vindicate the Black congressman Robert Smalls (R-SC, 
1875-1879, 1882-1887), who was blamed by his political opponent George Tillman for fomenting 
the strike and its related violence. In Congress, Smalls later sponsored legislation to enable 
Black laborers to acquire their own land, and in so doing fought against the abuses of plantation 
owners such as Bissell. 
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Ca. 1885 Memphis Natatorium token, White metal, 35 mm. 

Issued c. 1885, this token allowed admission into the Memphis 
Natatorium, “THE ONLY NATATORIUM IN THE SOUTH 
/ FOR COLORED PEOPLE.” Beaches and public pools were 
often whites-only, and in this case segregation manifested 
more as exclusion, to the extent that this facility could claim to 


be the only swimming facility for Blacks in the southern U.S._.@€$<77YAYNYNmpyY_l_ 
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1864 U.S. Colored Troops / Butler medal. Silver, 40 mm. 


Union General Benjamin F. Butler commissioned this medal to honor Black troops 
who served under his command in the Richmond-Petersburg campaign in 1864 
and 1865. This example is inscribed on its edge to Sgt. Abraham Armstead, who 
had been enslaved in eastern North Carolina and made his way to the Union 
lines and enlisted at the age of 43. Six weeks later, he was the sergeant of his 
company. Of the 197 issued pieces, this is one of the few that bears the name of 
original recipient. The Latin inscription “FERRO HS LIBERTAS PERVENIET” is 
translated “Liberty will be theirs by the sword.” 
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Jukebox token from The Ritz, Chicago. Brass, 24 mm, ca. 1975. 

This jukebox token from The Ritz, a Chicago Black gay bar, was rendered obsolete with 
the evolution from disco to House music. The Ritz was the home of legendary pioneer DJ 
Ron Hardy, who introduced House music at The Ritz in 1981. Marked by a danceable 120 
to 130-beats per minute, the post-disco genre relied on synthesizers and samples and was 
popularized by the DJ Frankie Knuckles at The Warehouse, also in Chicago, beginning in 
1977. 
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1896 Tennessee Centennial Exposition medalet. Aluminum, 25 mm. 
This 1896 Tennessee Centennial Exposition medalet depicts the 
civil rights leader Frederick Douglass, who had passed away in 
February 1895. This piece echoes an earlier Douglass medal struck in 
conjunction with the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition 
held in Atlanta, an event to which Douglass had been invited to 
speak. Instead, Booker T. Washington appeared and delivered the 
so-called “Atlanta Compromise” speech, which some felt promoted 
the notion of “separate but equal.” 
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Undated Charleston Freedman Badge, no. 147. 

Between 1783 and 1789, the city of Charleston, SC required that free persons of color wear 

badges to attest to their status. Its central device is a Phrygian cap, a classical symbol of 

liberty. Of perhaps 500-600 such badges, ten examples are known today. Although a register 

listing the badge numbers and names of the free Black Charlestonians must surely have 

existed, it is untraced and most likely destroyed during the Civil War. This example was 

located in 2021, by a relic hunter at a construction site, seven miles southwest of Charleston. @———————— 
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NAACP (971 Spingarn medal, gilt bronze. 

The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) was founded as a civil rights 
organization in 1909. Since its early days, the NAACP has 
annually awarded the Spingarn Medal for outstanding 
achievements by African Americans. Awardees include 


- 152 - 


Oprah Winfrey, John Lewis, and Sidney Poitier. This medal was 
issued to Leon H. Sullivan of Philadelphia in 1971. In that year, 
Sullivan became the first African American to serve on the board 
of a major corporation, when he joined the General Motors board 
of directors. 
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Tulsa trade tokens issued by Greenwood District businesses. 

The Tulsa race massacre of 1921 resulted in the decimation of the Greenwood district, 
known as “Black Wall Street.” Trade tokens, coin-like objects used as money, were 
issued by various Black merchants in the Greenwood district and served a dual purpose 
of advertising their businesses. The tokens serve as a visceral reminder of enterprises 
built and suddenly lost in the wake of a racist mob. 


Hardy’s Billiard Hall at 111 N. Greenwood Avenue was in the heart of Black Wall Street. 


It is today commemorated at the location with a street plaque in front of Wanda J’s, a 
popular cafe. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN AND NUMISMATICS 


Lent by Leonard D. Augsburger, Stuart & Maureen Levine, Joel J. Orosz, 
and Henry Warshaw 


Eric P. Newman (1911-2017), St. Louis attorney and polymath, published and 
collected widely within the field of American numismatics. Newman brought a 
unique skillset to the discipline, being equally comfortable as a historian, mechanical 
engineer, or legal researcher. Following the publication of over 150 articles and books, 
spanning the period 1941-2014, the Newman collection was presented in a series of 
public sales from 2013-2018. Proceeds continue to support a variety of philanthropic 
efforts, including the Newman Numismatic Portal (NewmanPortal.org), an online 
numismatic research center, which is administered by Olin Library. 
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\ HISTORIC SKETCH 


COINS OF NEW JERSEY. 


WITH A PLATE 


A Historic Sketch of the Coins of New Jersey with a Plate (1881). e—H__HW—___ 
Die studies in numismatics identify specific obverse and reverse dies within a series. This 1881 

plate, published by Edward Maris, M.D., illustrates 82 distinct obverse dies and 31 reverse dies 

used to coin New Jersey cents from 1786-1788. Numismatists use this data to create emission 
sequences, which in turn support analyses of the coining process. Eric P. Newman likewise 
published dies studies for other early American coins and established numbering systems that 

remain the standard for these series. 


Ex. Eric P. Newman XI (Heritage Auctions, November 7, 2018), lot 15334. 
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American Museum, July-December (790. 

Coinage is typically backed by legislation, and Newman’s 
training as an attorney led him to uncover related resources. 
This issue of American Museum (1790) included Thomas 
Jefferson’s report to Congress, Establishing a Uniformity in 
the Weights, Measures and Coins. The combination of coinage, 
weights, and measures is a concept rooted in antiquity, when 
the value of money was related to its precious metal weight. 
This same standard was operative in the United States until 
1933, when the country effectively moved to fiat-based paper 
money. 


Ex. Eric P. Newman XI (Heritage Auctions, November 7, 2018), 
lot 15167. 
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AMERICAN NEGOTIATOR. 


A TABLE of General Pars of EXCHANGE. 
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The American Negotiator (1761). 
Prior to the mid-19th century, the 
circulating coinage in the United 
States represented a hodgepodge 
of domestic and foreign issues. 
Exchange rate tables, such as 
this 1761 edition of The American 
Negotiator, facilitated transaction 
calculations. Newman _ utilized 
such documents in his 1995 article 
“The Dollar Sign: Its Written and 
Printed Origins.” 
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Ex. Eric P. Newman XI (Heritage 
Auctions, November 7, 2018), lot 
15408. 
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PHBE 776. CONTINENTAL 
CURRENCY COINAGE 


By ERIC P. NEWMAN 


The Niche Provided for Coined Dollars in Planning Paper Currency 


Beginning in July, 1776 there is convincing evidence that a one dollar coin was 
planned. A study of the denominations of the various issues of paper currency 
authorized by the Continental Congress! shows that $1 notes began with the first 
issue of May 10, 1775, continued in the November 29, 1775, February 17, 1776 and 
May 9, 1776 issues, but thereafter were discontinued in the next six issues from July 
22, 1776 through September 26, 1778. In the final issue of January 14, 1779, the $1 
notes reappeared. The issues of July 22, 1776, November 2, 1776, February 26, 1777 
and May 20, 1777 have denominations of $2, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7, $8 and $30 and there 
could be no logical reason to eliminate the $1 denomination unless a separate $1 
issue was planned or unless an excess of $1 notes had been issued. The $1 note would 
be most convenient for circulation and would be one of the last denominations to be 
eliminated unless a substitute was intended. 

The journals of the Continental Congress show that on each occasion when $1 
notes were authorized the same number of $2, $3 and $4 notes were approved.? For 
the issue dated February 17, 1776 the journals show that only half of the number of 
$5, $6, $7 and $8 notes were authorized compared to the number of $1, $2, $3 and 
$4 notes,* but for the issues dated May 10, 1775, November 29, 1775 and May 9, 
1776, the same number of $1, $2, $3, $4, $5, $6, $7 and $8 notes were to be issued.4 
This proves conclusively that there was no excess of $1 notes in circulation at the time 
the $1 denomination was discontinued. This is also confirmed by the fact that $1 
notes were printed as a part of a sheet containing one each of eight denominations and 
the position of the $1 note was always in the upper left corner as evidenced by the 
unsigned sheets of eight notes issued officially on blue paper to Continental Treasurers 
and delegates pursuant to resolution passed October 28, 1775 to identify the genuine 
issues. 

It must also be pointed out that the depreciation in value of Continental Currency 
during 1776 was not sufficient to justify the elimination of the practical $1 denomina- 
tion and at the same time result in the continuation of the issuance of other low 
denominations such as the $2, $3, etc. At the end of 1776 the discount on Continental 
paper currency was only 144% of the equivalent in specie.® 


1. Continental Paper Money, by Henry Phillips, Jr., Boston, 1866, Appendix A. 
The Standard Paper Money Catalogue, by Wayte Raymond, New York, 1940, p. 41. 


2. Minutes of June 23, 1775; November 30, 1775; February 21, 1776; May 22, 1776; and 
November 17, 1779, The Journals of the Continental Congress are available in book form, 
published by the Library of Congress. 


3. Minutes of February 21, 1776. 
4. Minutes of June 23, 1775; November 30, 1775; and May 22, 1776. 
5. Political Essays, by Peletiah Webster, Philadelphia, 1791, p. 501. 


Continental Currency. 

The origin of the 1776-dated Continental Currency coin is not completely understood, with 
some numismatists believing this to be an American creation, while others point toward Europe. 
Eric P. Newman first published on the topic in 1952 and presented evidence for an American 
origin. Newman pointed out that the Continental Congress ceased production of one-dollar 
notes in early 1776, and noted that the coins shared imagery with paper money authorized by 
the Continental Congress. Further, the government's lack of silver specie was consistent with 
the base metal composition of the Continental Currency coin. Newman’s fascination with the 
so-called “Continental dollar” led to a lifelong search for contemporary discussion of the coin. 


Continental Currency photos by Heritage Auctions. 
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Historisch-genealogischer Calender (1783). 

In 1984, Newman uncovered an early (1784) depiction of the Continental Currency 
coin in Matthias Christian Sprengel’s Allgemeines Historisches Taschenbuch. 
Further investigation revealed an earlier use by Sprengel, in the 1783 Historisch- 
genealogischer Calender, as illustrated here. Interestingly, Sprengel chose to translate 
the legends and mottos into German. Sprengel’s use of the word mtintze indicates 
he believed this to be an American coin. Still, the “smoking gun” demonstrating 
American production and circulation of the coin in 1776 remains to be found. 
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Continental Currency coin (Bashlow restrike).§ @————-@-—-@--$ 
The rarity of original Continental dollars led to 

a number of reproductions, such as this piece 

produced by Robert Bashlow, c. 1960. 
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—————e Fugio cent (New Haven restrike). 
The Fugio cent was authorized by the Continental Congress in 1787 
and reused the circle and rings motif that appeared earlier on the 
Continental dollars. This example is a restrike from the mid-19th 


century. 
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Chain cent (8-1, Very Fine details). 

The current U.S. Mint, formed under the Mint 
Act of April 2, 1792, first struck large cents in 
1793. One variety, popularly known as the “Chain 
cent,” exhibits 13 interlocking links, representing 
the 13 states and echoing the 13 rings as depicted 
on the Continental dollar and Fugio cent. In 1983, 
Newman demonstrated that the 13-link chain 
design originated with Benjamin Franklin. 
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Newman 
Money 
Museum 


| on the campus of Washington University in Saint Louis 


Newman Money Museum brochure. 
In his later years, Eric P. Newman 
became almost as well known for his 
longevity as his scholarship. Newman 
remained active as ever and opened 
the Newman Money Museum (2006- 
2018) on the Washington Universtiy 
campus at the age of 95. 
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Newman Money Museum 
Follow the money trail to rare, 
unique and extraordinary objects 


that cannot be seen elsewhere. 


Unravel the amazing stories of 
history, sociology, engineering, art, 
and mystery revealed by the objects 


we call money. 


NOT JUST A 
PREWEWY FACE 
Both idealized women and real women of 
accomplishment have impacted the 
j money of the world. 


ERRORS! 
We all make mistakes. Unlike most errors, which are 
quickly forgotten, these have persisted through time. 


ODD DENOMINATIONS 
Got change for an eight-dollar note? How about 
three-cent scrip? What seems odd today had a logical 
use in its time. 


PHONY AS A $3 BILL 


Yes. They did exist and in spite of the continuing 
joke, they were legitimate and widely used. 


SPANISH INFLUENCE ON THE U.S. DOLLAR 


Two bits, four bits, six bits, a dollar. For a long time 
the Spanish peso was the dominant currency in North 
America. Learn why and what it means no 


y 


COUNTERFEITS ®& FAKES 


Once there was money 


you tell the differer 


Follow the twiste 


THE EARLY. 
PAPER MONEY | 
OF | AME RI CA Fifth Edition | 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


[Tac 
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The Early Paper Money of America, fifth edition (2008). e———_—_—————____ 
Newman published the fifth edition of Early Paper Money 

of America in 2008, and, with Maureen Levine, contributed 

an article to The Numismatist in 2014. 
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Eric P. Newman bas-relief plaque and plaquettes (Amy Kann). 

In 2011, the American Numismatic Society honored Newman with a 

100th anniversary plaque, engraved by Amy Kann. A world map signifies 

Newman’s love of travel, while coins and paper money connected 

to Newman’s publications are depicted to the right. Included are an 

1804 dollar, a 1781 $2000 Virginia note, a counterfeit British halfpence, 

and others. Newman’s engagement with numismatics began as a child 

when his grandfather presented him with an 1859 Indian cent, which is @————______ 
illustrated just beneath the text. 
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Large plaque. 


MAY 1994 ¢ $5.00 


A Collector’s Encounter 


with J.S.G. Boggs 
by Wayne K. Homren 
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J.8.6. BOGGS AND 
THE MEANING OF MONEY 


Lent by Wayne K. Homren 


James Stephen George Boggs (1955-2017) was an American artist best known for his 
hand-drawn depictions of banknotes. Due to his pre-Bitcoin philosophical questions 
about the value of fiat currency, his early interest in creating his own currency, and 
his contributions to an “encrypted online currency” as early as 2000, Boggs has 
been described as “the Patron Saint of Cryptocurrency”. The May 1994 issue of The 
Numismatist pictures him in his Pittsburgh studio. 
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Monet A. Electronica (above). 

Collector Wayne Homren had met Boggs and given him a book illustrating “specimen” 
U.S. currency notes, made to prototype planned issues. In the May 1994 article, Homren 
chronicles acquiring this unique hand drawn Boggs $5 “specimen” note, personalized with 
a serial number encoding Homren’s initials and birthdate. 


After the Hunt (right). 

At the collector’s home on March 7, 1994, Homren sold Boggs four books, which he paid for 
with three $50 “Boggs bills.” The receipt documents the complete transaction and includes 
serial numbers of the Boggs bills and four U,S. dollar bills given in change. The receipt 
includes Boggs’ signature and thumbprint. 
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Salina Art Center, Kansas 


Treasurer of the Unit. 


Salina Art Center (Kansas) Series. 


Boggs completed the $50 notes by hand, adding the final serial number digits, 
signatures, and other details. The blank backs include his signature, thumbprint, 
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The Secret World of 
Bank Note Printers 


The Brotherhood of Money.<§ eA AR 
A rare book chronicling the 

shadowy world of banknote 

printing. 
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Murray Teigh Bloom 


MONEY 
OF THEIR OWN 


THE GREAT COUNTERFEITERS 


New York 
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Money of Their Own. 


A classic book about counterfeiters. 
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Counterfeiting in America. 
Another classic work about 
counterfeiting in colonial times, 
when penalties included the 
loss of an ear or death. 
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WILLIAM HARNETT AND OTHER AMERICAN STILL LIFE PAINTERS, 1870-1900 


by ALFRED FRANKENSTEIN 
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Frankenstein, After the Hunt: William Harnett and other 
American Still Life Painters, 1870-1900. 


This book is the centerpiece of the transaction, after which the artwork in named. Harnett 
(1848 - 1892) was an American painter known for his trompe-l’oeil still lifes of ordinary 
objects, which often included highly detailed banknotes. These attracted the attention of the 
Secret Service Bureau of the Treasury Department, which confiscated some of his works, 
citing anti-counterfeiting laws. In an eerie parallel a century later, Boggs was prosecuted 
(and found innocent) in England and Australia for his Boggs bills. At home the U.S. Secret 
Service raided his studio, confiscating countless works and files while ultimately declining 
to prosecute. Boggs fought unsuccessfully the rest of his life for the return of the materials. 
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Ripples in the Pond. 

A monoprint based on the Five Pound Bank of England 

note. Boggs enjoyed experimenting with the new 

medium of computers, scanners and printers. To create 

this unique work, he laid a genuine note on the scanner 

and moved it by hand as the scan progressed. The 

resulting undulating image is hauntingly beautiful, and 

named after its resemblance to ripples on the surface of. —§£@——AAA 
a blue pond. 
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The Women’s Series. 

The Women’s Series is a six-work set created in the 1990s in a limited 
edition of ten. Purchased by prepaid subscription directly from the 
artist and in his original framing. Only three complete sets remain 
intact. Art is often a vehicle for expressing political thought. With 
his Women’s Series Boggs sought to bring attention to the gallery of 
“old white men” depicted on our currency, opening the door to future 
honorees of different eras, race and gender. 


THIS ‘NOTE 1S LEGAL 
TENDER FOR ALL DEBTS 
PUBLIC AND. PRIVATE 


UNITED STATES: OF AMERICA 
PITTSBURGH, PA 


SECRETARY OF THE ART 


First Female President $1 Women’s Series note. 

The $1 note pictures the “First Female President” pictured as a young 
black girl. We’re still waiting for the first female President. Should that 
be Kamala Harris, this work will be seen as incredibly prescient. 
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THIS NOTE IS EQUAL TENDER 
‘OR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 


Annie Get Your Gun $5 Women’s Series note. 
The $5 note features famed sharpshooter Annie Oakley. 


AB 01099704 J 


THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER 
FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 


Martha S10 Women’s Series Note. 


The $10 note features Martha Washington, one of the few non-allegorical 
women to be featured on actual U.S. currency. 
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$20 Women's Series Note. 
The $20 note features the daughter of Boggs’ girlfriend at the time. 


Scarlett $50 Women’s Series Note. 
The $50 note “Scarlett” features his girlfriend Megan Brown. 
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THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA 
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Harriet Tubman, S100 Women’s Series Note. 

The $100 Harriet Tubman note is the centerpiece of the set and was the first denomination 
produced. It depicts the underground railroad conductor and Civil War Union spy as a young 
girl. 


On April 20th, 2016 the US Treasury announced that Harriet Tubman will replace Andrew 
Jackson on the 20 dollar bill. The timeline was later pushed back to 2026 for the design and 
further back for the production no earlier than 2028. 


Was Boggs a seer or trailblazer? He certainly visualized a new world in which our nation’s 
money is more inclusive and reflective of the actual populace. But bringing that vision to fruition 
is a lengthy, fraught, and frustrating start/stop process. Boggs, who died in 2017, would not 
live to see Tubman on a U.S. Federal Reserve Note. But he saw the first step toward what he 
had envisioned so many years before. 
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Archives of J.S.G. Boggs 
3433 Lithia Pinecrest Road, #231; Valrico, FL 33596 


December 15, 2022 


On behalf of the Archives of J.S.G. Boggs I’d like to thank you for purchasing your one-of-a-kind 
NFT. 


Enclosed you will find your Limited-Edition Boggs Note to accompany your digital note. You will 
also find your printed receipt providing you with the Transaction Hash as well as other details 
related to your unique Boggs NFT. 


The backside of your Boggs note is embellished with printing, rubberstamp impressions, color 
pen as well as a facsimile of Boggs’ thumbprint and the edition number. Boggs completed each 
of his notes in just the same fashion. The sheet from which your note was carefully removed 
will be kept in the files of the Archives for future reference as those embellishments on the 
back side are unique to your note. 


Once again, thank you for your interest in the work of J.S.G. Boggs. 


Yours truly, 


1K. Whitford 


Mivist & Historian 


Aichives of J.S.G. Boggs 


Enclosures 


Boggs NFT. 

Boggs is active again from beyond the grave. In 2022 his estate is launched an NFT 
project - non-fungible tokens confirming ownership of unique electronic artworks 
together with limited edition physical prints and a receipt recording the transaction. 
Boggs would be delighted with the concept. His philosophical explorations of the 
nature of money and value led him to the emerging world of electronic money, and 
many today consider him an intellectual Founding Father of today’s cryptocurrencies. 
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B10 888990 


©2022 Archives of J.S.G. Bogg: 


Boggs Fifty Pound Note Print. 
A limited edition print of an iconic British £50 note similar to the works 
shown in the London exhibition that led to Boggs’ arrest and subsequent 


acquittal for forgery. The note features a beautiful hand-drawn portrait of }~3@————_—________ 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II as a young woman. 
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J.S.G. BOGGS 


~ CRYPTO RECEIPT 3.0 


Ox8e2351313/b590 of 
Oelefbsote 7c 569//aSs 
fO7bSO614clafedéc 
554d 3690f6 


‘Wallet number used for the transaction: & Ovei869518862d618602873545cB0ate6 921607 
€350/CB 


THAO/: 2022 12:30:42 


19782796 


| | This is to certify that 

| | the following NFT 

|| has been minted and 

| | sold by laCollection 

| | with full approval 

| | and authorisation of 
the Archives of J.S.G. 


Boggs. 


B10 888990 


| 
| 
= 
| 
| 
| 


#05 of 50 
£50 Fifty Pound | Note), 1990 


ISG. Boags 
This is a rare edition. (#50 Editions) 


laCollection — 


This receipt confirms that 50 editions of this NFT have been minted. All future sales will be made in the secondary market. As per the Terms and 
Conditions of purchase, all rights to the original art work are retained by the Archives of J.S.G. Boggs. 
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Boggs Fifty Pound Note NFT Crypto Receipt. 

Boggs always recorded his transactions with receipts, 
and the 2022 NFT was no different. Here is the printed 
receipt documenting the electronic transaction in the 
physical world. 
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DIGITIZATION IN NUMISMATICS 


Lent by Joel J. Orosz and Leonard D. Augsburger 


The Newman Numismatic Portal (NewmanPortal.org), funded by the Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society, was launched in December 2014 and is administrated 
through Olin Library. The Newman Portal scans numismatic literature and attracts 
born-digital content, in order to provide resources for American researchers and 
collectors. This online collection currently numbers 70,000 documents, representing 
over five million pages. 


Note: This exhibit was accompanied by a video produced by Ian Lanius, Exhibitions 
Graphic Designer & Preparatorat Olin Library. The video depicted various digitization 
workflows and is online at https://nnp.wustl.edu/library /book/ 636000. 
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Augustus M. Hart plate. 

This oversize plate, depicting examples of early American paper money, accompanied 
the publication of Adolphus M. Hart's History of the Issues of Paper-Money in the American 
Colonies (1851), the first numismatic imprint west of the Mississippi. This example (one of 
four known) was scanned by the Newman Numismatic Portal project using the Digital 
Transitions Titan Copy Stand, which was funded by a gift from James and Joan Schiele and 
nicknamed the “Shirley” in honor of former Dean of University Libraries Shirley K. Baker. 
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Augustus M. Hart pamphlet. 

The Newman Portal project seeks and scans unique dcouments, such as this 
author’s copy of History of the Issues of Paper-Money in the American Colonies, 
published in St. Louis in 1851. The author Adolphus M. Hart entered notes 
and edits for a possible second edition, which was never published. While the 
published work was previously scanned by Google Books, this example adds 
context not available anywhere else. 
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The Numismatist, vols. 1-7. 

The Numismatist, launched in 1888 and today published by the American Numismatic 
Association, forms the standard record of United States numismatics. This copy of the earliest 
volumes, one of perhaps ten in private hands and previously from the Eric P. Newman 
library, illustrates the purposes of digitization and preservation. Scanned by Newman 
Portal prior to repair and rebinding, a universally-accessible digital copy now exists, while 
the physical object is preserved to an archival standard. Repairs to this example include 
deacidification and Japanese paper inlays. The base of the clamshell box spine features a 
profile of Eric P. Newman, adapted from the above line art. 
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Adolphus M. Hart colonial paper money plate (St. Louis, 1851) 


Joel J. Orosz collection. 
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